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Office Opening Hours 
The office is manned on four weekdays with the 

core hours being 9am-3.30pm; and on Sundays 

between 9.30am-1.30pm. These hours are subject 

to change and may be extended for particularly 

large events. Please phone ahead if you are 

coming up just for the office. 

Staff holidays are posted on the office door. There 

is a post box outside the office door if you need to 

drop off paperwork (hire forms, membership 

paperwork etc) outside these hours. 

How else can I get in touch? 

You can phone 01865 863201 to speak to Sue in 

the office or email office@oxfordsailingclub.com. 

There is a contact form for committee members on 

the club website and email addresses for individual 

committee members are displayed in the 

clubhouse hallway. 

We also have a Facebook group for members: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/oxfordsailingclu

b/. Team15 and Oxford Pirates have separate 

Facebook group for participants.  

 
Braving the wintery conditions for club racing 

Winter is upon us and I have finally had a chance to put together this final newsletter for 2017. Since the 
last edition we have a new website (still a work in progress) and have been experimenting with putting a 
powerboat out on Saturday afternoons to facilitate casual sailing. If you would be able to help with content 
for the website or with driving a powerboat on Saturdays in the spring, we would love to hear from you via 
the office! 
 
 

 

Christmas Hours 

OFFICE: 

- Closed 22nd December-1st January inclusive 

HACKETTS: 

- Closed 23rd-26th December inclusive 

- Open 27th-30th December 

- Closed 31st December and 1st January 2018 

RACING: 

- No club racing on Sunday 24th December or 
Sunday 31st December. 

- Boxing Day Pursuit Race on Tuesday 26th 
December 

 

Racing Tips 

We are fortunate to have a varied fleet at OSC, with 
everything from an Optimist to International Moths 
taking to the water. 

Novice racers often ask how they can avoid 
stressing out over fast boats that appear to be on a 
collision course. It’s true that the asymmetric fleet 
can have reduced visibility, especially downwind, so 
don’t be afraid to hail them loudly and clearly to 
attract their attention if you have right of way. They 
also have to bear away (or capsize) in gusts when 
sailing downwind - if you are sailing upwind on port 
it is advisable to give way in plenty of time by tacking 
off or heading high rather than by sailing to their 
leeward side (this also prevents you entering their 
rather large wind shadow and getting a dunking to 
windward).  Experience will quickly enable you to 
judge whether you need to react or whether they’ll 
be past you before it’s an issue. Pay & Play, Pirates 
and Novice & Casual race days can all help hone 
your knowledge and confidence.  

If you want to join in with the fast asymmetric 
fleet, Simon Strapp (RS800) is looking for a crew! 

mailto:office@oxfordsailingclub.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/oxfordsailingclub/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/oxfordsailingclub/
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Lucy Greenwood – RS Aero 
By Steve Greenwood 

 
RS Aero Worlds – Carnac 
 
A learning point! Lucy opted for the larger 7 rig for 
the event on the basis of the weather forecast, 
thinking we could cope with the strong wind on day 
1, and by day 3,4,5 when the wind was due to drop 
she would be in her element and make up any lost 
places as she would be awesome downwind 
compared to her heavier opponents. The wind 
didn’t drop and  she had a tough week. By the 
Friday she decided to drop to the smaller 5 rig just 
to have fun. Out of the 15 races that meant she had 
12 x DNS in the 5 fleet and despite that came 
18th out of 22 with a 9,9,10 finishing up 2nd youth in 
the 5 rigs! She was even 44th out of 62 in the 7’s 
despite having 3 x 63 and using up her discards. 
Respectable, but the learning was probably more 
valuable. 
 
RS Aero Youth Championships (Burghfield) 
 
An early opt for the 5 rig! 
This was a handicap event with all three rig sizes 
racing together, albeit with staggered starts. She 
had a great event with all bar one race where she 
was first over the line, and ended up 10th overall in 
a fleet of 30 that included 2 sailors form the GBR 
Olympic Development squad. She was first lady , 
making her the Youth Lady UK Champion and she 
was first Aero 5 – double prizes, and her first title. 
 
RS Aero UK Championships (Hayling Island) 
 
Another early shout on the 5 rig despite the light 
winds on the first two days. 
 
A great set of results on day 1 had her in 2nd place 
in the 5’s just one point behind the leader, an 
awesome Estonian sailor,by the end of day two just 
three points separated the first 4 boats and it was 
all to play for as the wind really picked up. 
 
The end result was 3rd UK boat and 5th (there were 
2 adult Estonians in the top 4 and they don’t count 
towards UK National Champion) and Lucy was 
2nd Youth behind the newly crowned World 
Champion and first Youth Lady. Just to add to the 
whole piece in the annual class awards she was 
awarded “Most Improved Sailor 2017” 
 

OSC Out and About 

The summer and autumn months have been busy 
with OSC members travelling to events across the 
UK and Europe. Alan Davis, Ashley Deakin and 
Lesley Hotchin, travelled out to Split, Croatia for 
the Laser Masters World Championships where 
Alan finished 10th in the Standard Grand Master 
fleet. Also travelling out to central Europe was 
Cameron Tweedle who competed in the Finn U23 
and Senior World Championships in Balaton, 
Hungary. Back home, Cameron also won the UK 
Finn Travellers Trophy Series. Dan Batty, who has 
been an Oxford Pirate for the past few years, 
finished 17th in the Topper Worlds in Loctudy, 
France.  
 
The trio of Oxford Contenders, Carl Tagoe, Tony 
Brooks and Chris Howe, have been travelling to 
events throughout the year and a high point was 
Carl winning at the Eastbourne Open Meeting. Also 
attracting, a bevy of OSC members were the RS 
700 and 800 nationals at Stokes Bay. Chris Martin 
and Derek & Elaine Buchanan travelled down for 
the RS800 event whilst Miles Roebuck and Adrian 
Howe competed in their RS700s. However, early 
equipment failure meant a mad rush home and a 
boat change for Adrian who subsequently turned up 
in the RS800 fleet. The lone RS400 of Sean Cleary 
and Annelise Nixon made the trip to Mounts Bay 
for their national championships where they finished 
24th. A foiling moth has distracted Grant Blake from 
campaigning in his RS400 as much as in 2016 but 
instead he travelled to WPNSA to sail in the K6 
nationals with John Tabor. Also in their K6s were 
Tim Williams and Bob Clements sailing with Ross 
Lonsdale and Mike Truman, Martin Gibson and 
Stuart Pegum.  
 
A number of OSC youth members were selected for 
the Oxforshire team at the NSSA national 
championships at Grafham Water. Particular 
congratulations to Sam Wickens and Barney Hall 
who were 2nd and 3rd in the Novice fleet and Arthur 
Bruce who was 2nd in the Laser Radial fleet. 
 
Not everyone had to travel to their events and Bea 
Greenfield took advantage of the RYA Optimist 
Southern Zone Championships being held at OSC 
to compete and finish 3rd in the Regatta fleet. 
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Upcoming Events 
10th Dec: Xmas Lunch and Prizegiving (lunch by 

pre-purchased tickets) 

10th-11th Feb: Oxford University Top Gun 

17th Feb: Oxford Blue 

3rd Mar: Oxford University Windsurfing Varsity 

Match 

24th Mar: NSSA 2 Boat Team Racing  

 

 

 

 

 

Oxford Zoomers 
By Kathy Illingworth 

 
The Zoomers evening sessions went from strength 
to strength throughout the Summer months. There 
were plenty of new faces joining and by our final 
session in September we had 17 enthusiastic 
youngsters on the water. Many of the new 
windsurfers had completed their level 1 training 
with OSTT and were keen to improve their skills 
whilst the more experienced benefitted from the 
expert training provided by head coach Beth 
Williamson. Many thanks also to assistant coaches 
Mikey Jarman, George Simmonds and our 
fantastic volunteers Paddy Boyce, Izzy Lawrence 
and Aoife Calnan. 
 
Our final Interclub Event on 19th August was very 
windy but the intrepid Zoomers weren’t deterred. 
There were spirited performances from Will Avery, 
Phoebe I’ons and Max I’ons who had only started 
windsurfing a few weeks before the event but still 
managed to complete several races with Will 
triumphing as the eventual winner of the 3.5 fleet. 
Unfortunately there weren’t any competitors from 
other clubs but the strong wind made for some 
eventful sailing for the 4.5, 5.8 and 6.8 fleets with 
everyone gaining valuable experience. Oxford 
Zoomers were proud to be crowned overall 
winners of the Southern Region for the Team 15 
Interclub Summer Series. 
 

 
The Oxford Zoomers at Grafham Water 
 

In September a team of 7 zoomers travelled to 
Grafham Water to compete in the National 
Championships. For some it was there 1st 
experience of a large event and with over 150 

windsurfers on the water it was a big step up for 
them. A great time was had by all the windsurfers 
both on and off the water but there were notable 
performances from Lisa Milne - 3rd girl in the 4.5, 
Milly I’ons - 5th girl in the 5.8’s and Laura Tait - 4th 
girl in 7.8’s. Daisy Illingworth raced in her 1st 6.8 
race and her 6th place in a fleet of much older 
sailors was enough to earn her a place in the 
National Junior Squad. She joins OSC’s Rafferty 
Read who retained his junior squad place and Ethan 
Moody who has been selected for the National 
Youth Squad. We would love to have even more 
youngsters in our team at  Nationals next 
September which will be held at Rutland Water.  
 
This year we have introduced monthly winter 
training for the Intermediate + windsurfers. If you 
would like to attend these sessions please contact 
me. Zoomers will be back for all levels in early May 
and our first Team 15 Interclub event is scheduled 
for 19th May. We are hoping that OSTT will be 
running an early season refresher course for 
anybody who is interested in getting out on the 
water early in the season. More details will follow 
when they become available. 
 
Next year we would love to see even more 
youngsters out on the water. To achieve this we will 
need some parent volunteers to assist with rigging, 
organisation and logistics. No experience is 
necessary - we will teach you the basics and you 
won’t need to commit to helping out every week, just 
when your own child is attending. 
 
If you would like any further information about 
Zoomers please contact me on 
kathyillingworth@btinternet.com or speak to Sue in 
the office. 
 

mailto:kathyillingworth@btinternet.com

