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The first Wednesday night of the season signals the start of sailing for us mere mortals who don’t 

hurtle around Farmoor in howling gales and freezing conditions. But more importantly it also heralds 

the start of Pay and Play and Novice/Casual racing where we can start to improve our race skills and 

get on the water for the joy of sailing.  

 

This year, due to the hard work of the committee, it is going to be extra special with new boats and 

free hire for all members.  

 

If you recall, the club fleet was looking rather tired, but during the winter Paul Kettle, our bosun, has 

co-ordinated the effort of many volunteers that has totally revamped the club fleet. With the 

addition of six brand new Fusions, it’s going to make sailing so much more fun. Along with the new 

boats, there will be a new regime to ensure they stay new for years to come. No more dodgems on 

the water, no hurtling to the beach at full bore and throwing a jibe in for good measure!! 

 

For the rest of the month and perhaps into May, think about keeping that wetsuit on as the water is 

still pretty cold if you fall in. 

 

Pay and Play 

This year’s Pay and Play will start on 23rd April, and it’s a fantastic way to improve your skills, if 

you’re new to sailing, or to brush up if it’s been a while. The first half of the session is briefly spent 

learning about an aspect of sailing, followed by practice on the water, and then some fun racing. If 

you are new to the club, it is a great way of meeting people and seeing what’s available. I still go 

along as, apparently, you’re never too old to learn, there again if you’ve seen me racing... 

 

P&P runs at the same time as the Pirates club, and it would be fantastic to see some of the parents 

on the water. We do arrange P&P versus Pirates races, which will be fun if family members are 

competing against one another. If you’ve ever wondered why the kids enjoy it so much, come along 

and join in. It’s fun, gets you fit, and removes the built-in winter buoyancy aid.  

 

Novice and casual racing 
As many of you know, Novice/Casual racing is open to all members of the club, young and old, new 

or experienced. My aim is to get as many people on the water as possible, all having fun.  
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As a rule, we race on the first Saturday of the month from May, however this May it will be on 

Saturday 11th. Judging by the number of people who’ve asked when it’s starting, you must all be 

very keen. It would be fantastic for anyone who hasn’t tried it before to pop along, especially those 

whose boats presently look like Sleeping Beauty’s castle, covered in brambles. If you don’t fancy 

joining in with the racing, it is a good time to get on the water, either for cruising or practice.  

 

Saturday sailing 
No excuse if you can’t do those dates, rescue cover will also usually be available on the other 

Saturdays in the month. The committee are still sorting this out, so watch the website for updates as 

the season progresses – dates subject to change. 

 

The Club will try to put out rescue cover on every Saturday afternoon May to September 2pm to 

4pm in addition to the following: 

 

Saturday 11 May: Novice/casual race day 

Saturday 18 May: Rescue cover all day 

Saturday 1 June: Novice/casual race day 

Saturday 15 June: Rescue cover all day 

Saturday 6 July: Novice/casual race day 

Saturday 20 July: Rescue cover all day 

Saturday 3 August: Novice/casual race day 

Saturday 17 August: Rescue cover all day 

Saturday 7 September: Novice/casual race day 

Saturday 14 September: Rescue cover all day 

Saturday 28 September: Novice/casual race day 

 

Friday night is Commodore’s Night 
Do you have that Friday feeling and want a lazy sail and a beer? The OSC Commodore is now at the 

club on most Fridays and says he will stay into the evening – Friday night is now Commodore’s Night!  

 

Adrian is a RYA dinghy instructor so can do some informal teaching, help you to rig boats or put a 

powerboat out on the water (more importantly, he has been trusted by Pauline to open the bar!). 

This will be an informal session organised by those that want to come, so let him know in advance 

what you want: commodore@oxfordsailing.club. Adrian is hoping to set up a rota for Fridays to 

cover the days when he is not around. Obviously, he can’t open the bar and be safety boat at the 

same time, so please assume the unsupervised two-boat rule will still apply. If enough people want 

food, Hacketts will stay open too. 

 

So, let’s get sailing 
If you don’t like the idea of sailing alone, or you are solo with a double handed boat, pop down or 

get in touch and, hopefully, we’ll get you a crew sorted out, I know several very experienced helms 

are very keen to help.  

 

If you’ve any queries, please feel free to email me or have a word when I’m around the club - 

Tuesday and Wednesday evenings, Sundays, or any other time I can get away with it. Or find Adrian 

on a Friday evening or use the contact form on the OSC website. 

 

Hopefully I’ll see you on the water soon! 

 

Tony 
 


