
 

 

Oxford Sailing Club 
Gate 3, Farmoor Reservoir 

 Farmoor 
 OXFORD 
 OX2 9NS 
 

01865 863201 
www.oxfordsailing.club 
 
Hello everyone! 

 

When I was a repeat winter member a few years ago, the last thing I thought I would 

ever be doing is introducing myself as commodore and welcoming in the new 2019/2020 

sailing season. But here I am somewhere in between the committee, the members and 

anyone else with an interest in our club, looking forward to what promises to be an 

exciting, activity-packed year at Farmoor. If you wish to pass on any comments, ideas, 

complaints or commendations, please come and find me – electronically or in person – and 

the committee and I will be happy to find a solution for you. 

 

Probably the highlight of all my sailing last year was taking out a visually-impaired group with 

Murray in the Joyce (the big square boat on the beach) in very little wind – drifting along with 

stimulating and entertaining conversation. When we got back, everyone was coming off the water 

– the rest of Sailabilty, the Pirates and adult ‘pay and play’. The club then came alive as we all 

enjoyed a summer’s evening by the water with Hacketts’ great food and, of course, the odd beer. 

It was one of those moments where there wasn’t anywhere in the world I’d rather have been. 

 

Sailablity’s activities are limited only by the number of volunteers available. Help is required on 

Tuesdays to sail with members in the Joyce, buddy in Challengers and the Hansa, launch and land 

other dinghies or fill in wherever there is a need. Why not get in touch and see if there is 

something practical you can do or help with fundraising? http://www.oxfordsailing.club/sailabilty 

 

Sailabilty’s benefits to its participants are very clear. Like every group and individual 

associated with a hobby, pastime or sport, the club means different things to different 

people. Some of us love the close competition of the racing, some the challenge of taming 

a difficult boat or clocking a new personal speed record. Some come to enjoy time with our 

family and inspire our children, some to sit and watch with a fresh Hacketts coffee. 

 

Some of us sail to help with balancing our mental health, to form a social network when 

we find ourselves isolated at home, or as respite from caring for a loved one. Sailing has 

a very important part to play for some of us going through difficult times.  

 

Whatever the reason that brings you to the club, let’s all try to ensure everyone has the 

best experience possible and make Oxford Sailing Club the welcoming, well-organised, 

interesting and enjoyable place it deserves to be! 

 

To finish my sermon, a quote attributed to Mark Twain:  

‘The best way to cheer yourself up is to try and cheer someone else up.’ 

 

Adrian 
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          Spring 2019 

Adrian Howe 

commodore@oxfordsailing.club 
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Coming up in the 2019/20 Season 

New sailing season’s greetings to all our members! Here are a few highlights for 2019 I have picked out for 

you to look forward to. Watch out for when evening sailing for all begins, which will be after the clocks go 

forward at the very end of March. Keep checking the website for further information on all activities 

throughout the season. 

 

Premises and projects 
The club and money 

If you came to the AGM or looked at the annual report, you will have seen that the whole committee has 

worked very hard on making sure we cut our costs, and David and Kevin have completely reworked the 

accounts with assistance from Michelle, OSC’s long-serving accountant. We now have a proper business view 

of our income/spending and, for the first time in a while, feel confident we have the money to invest directly 

into the club.  

 

Volunteering and helping out 

Now that we are an entirely volunteer-run organisation, we are always looking for people to help out and we 

really appreciate those that do. We have a wide range of one-off tasks to do, so you don’t have to make a 

regular commitment – a bit of painting, sourcing a community defibrillation device at the lowest cost, sorting 

out the notice boards, helping form our marketing strategy for this year and beyond, to name but a few. We 

would love to hear from anyone who can offer any assistance – the committee is actively looking for more 

help. Even if you only have a few hours on just one day, please do get in touch. 

 

The clubhouse 

Hopefully you will have noticed we have had volunteers busy painting 

the clubhouse, and along with some donated furniture and Pauline’s 

flowers, it’s all starting to look much better. There are more 

improvements coming soon with a small amount of building work 

planned, so please bear with us while we get the premises ready for the 

new season. New for 2019 are additional paths and the toddlers’ outside 

play area. Our new flag pole should get a good work out this year, too. 

 

On-site catering 

Hacketts, our caterers led by the incomparable Pauline, are open every day throughout the winter as well as 

in the season. Why not pop in, if you are passing during the week, and stop for a break? They serve freshly 

prepared snacks and meals cooked to order, as well as the usual hot and cold drinks. All are welcome to 

come into the clubhouse and enjoy the food and the view. On busy club days/events Pauline and her team 

will also offer our patented ‘speedy-serve’ menu of prepared hot meals, such as chilli, veggie bake or pasta 

dishes, for those who want to eat quickly and get back on the water. http://www.oxfordsailing.club/catering 

 

Thames Water and diversification 

We have been contacted by Thames Water as they are starting a review of the use of all 

their public amenities with a special focus on Farmoor. We will be contacting you all 

soon to get your views, as well all the other people that use the club. It could mean that 

there will grants available for improving the facilities, our building or even a completely 

new building. It’s very early days and there is long way to go, but this could be a real 

boost to the club. This summer we will also co-host a site open day with TW and OST. 

 

http://www.oxfordsailing.club/catering


 

 

Stand up paddle boarding  

As part of the review process, Thames Water wish to diversify the use of the water and have asked us to 

assist with this. As such, we have invited Oxford Stand Up Paddle Boarding Club, with their qualified 

instructors, to work with us and they have been testing paddling on Farmoor 1 whilst we put the final parts 

of the risk assessment together.  

 

Before you dash out to buy a board, initially, all SUP sessions will be 

organised and supervised by Oxford SUP club as an associated club to 

OSC. In the weeks to come, we will be announcing how Oxford Sailing 

Club members can interact with these sessions. If this is successful, it 

may create a progression to other types of paddling and maybe open 

water swimming. Naturally, we are being careful that any new activities 

fit with our current sailing and windsurfing and do not disrupt what we 

already do as a club. 

 

sailing 
Club racing  

The heart of Oxford Sailing Club continues in strong fashion. Following a 

search by Richard Hall, Geoff Worral and Peter Dixon, we have located 

and bought a replacement committee boat (without the 100hp engine) 

that is much more spacious than Skippy. We have to get it back to the 

club and it needs some modifications to turn it into our new committee 

boat, but it should be ready for the start of the new season. This should 

make duties much more comfortable and allow the race team to stay on 

the water if they wish.  

 

There will be a launch party including a dedication of the boat – more details of that will follow in due 

course. 

 

Model boat racing  

The club now has an established model boat racing group and we have 

added a new membership category for this. The boats are one design 

Joysway Dragonforce 65s. They are 65 cm long, with carbon fibre mast 

and booms. They are available almost ready to sail for about £160 

upwards. They come with one set of sails and three other sets are 

available to suit different wind strengths. There will probably be one on 

the MYA stand, H8, at the Dinghy Show, or come to the club on a 

Thursday afternoon and have a go.  



 

 

Youth dinghy sailors – Pirates 
To add to a successful NSSA performance and the selection of four OSC youth sailors 

to the Topper Zone Squad, the Pirates have won the Topper ‘Reactivate Your Topper’ 

competition and will be presented with a shiny new race-ready Topper at the RYA 

Dinghy Show on Saturday 2nd March at 3pm on stand B58. Come along and support 

us. As well as being the root of the pirates’ success, Jon Tweedle also spotted a 

bargain race-ready Optimist, so that has been added to the junior fleet. 

 

For our junior members we now have single-handed Toppers, Picos, Oppis as well as 

soon-to-be renovated Fevas that can be sailed with either one or two people. 

 

Adult novice and casuals 

The committee is delighted to announce the first fleet upgrade for several years with the acquisition of six 

brand new Fusions. 

 

These are primarily aimed at getting solo adults out on the water 

but will also take two not-so-large people or an adult and a child. 

Two of the Fusions are rigged with jib and spinnaker which will 

come in to use as sailors advance in their skills and experience. 

These boats have had great reviews and have more room than 

Picos, so are great for Pay & Play adults.  

 

As Oxford Sailing Training have also taken delivery of six Fusions, 

new sailors will have an ideal transition to Club sailing from the 

courses that bring them to Farmoor.  We are also renovating our 

existing fleet of Visions, Picos, Toppers and Oppis with rigging and sail replacements where needed. We are 

hoping that this will help to entice all those that joined last year having completed their training to continue 

to improve their sailing with us this year.  

 

We will continue to work closely with Paul Jamieson to offer a seamless transition from OST learner courses 

to OSC membership, enabling new sailors independently to enjoy the club. It’s really exciting to be 

collaborating with OST on more projects, such adult refresher sessions, throughout 2019. 

 

Adult improvers - Play and Play 

Tuesday evenings are set to be very exciting with all our new and refurbished boats and with qualified 

instructors from OST to assist while you have fun and improve your skills. 

 

Novice and causal Saturday racing 

Cap’n Tony Bell’s ever-popular Novice & Casual short format racing will be back again. First Saturday of the 

month from May to October will be a great way to meet new faces as well as improve your basic sailing 

skills. Tony has remarked that the sessions last season were increasingly enjoyed by more experienced 

sailors keen to pass on their knowledge to newer juniors and seniors alike.  

 

We will aim to provide rescue cover on every other Saturday afternoon as well, whenever possible, so you 

can continue to practice every week. Check the website for updates on when rescue will be available. 

 



 

 

Windsurfing 
Youth windsurfers – Zoomers 

Our youth windsurfers had an amazing year in 2018 culminating in our Team 

15 wining the national championships. To assist them and support their 

continued success, the committee has allocated funding to buying more 

boards and sails and also for creating storage that is closer to the beach to 

help get everyone in the water in the evenings. Zoomers parents, led by Kathy 

Illingworth, are already at work on improving existing equipment and taking 

some older kit out of service.  

 

Adult windsurfing 

The committee has also put budget aside for our full-size windsurfer kit. Russ Canning is currently working 

what we need and where to purchase with the intention of getting as many new and existing members on 

the water as soon as possible. Russ is also working on setting up improver sessions for club members with 

details to follow. 

 

When to sail 
Subject to the two-boat rule, you are welcome to sail/windsurf on any day when the site is open, unless the 

water is closed by the club or Thames Water. Any closures or restrictions will be announced via the website.  

 

If you keep an eye on the website, you can see if any events are scheduled for the water. The only events 

that have exclusive use of the main water (Farmoor 2 – in front of the clubhouse) are the Oxford Blue in 

February and the Eric Twiname weekend in mid October. 

 

Mondays  

Tuesdays Pirates – Structured fun on the water for under 18-year-olds with RYA instructors 

Pay and Play  – Adult sailing supervised by an instructor with impromptu training 

Oxford Sailability 

Windsurfing racing 

Wednesdays Club racing 

Thursdays Model Boat Racing Group 

Windsurfing racing 

Windsurfing Zoomers – RYA Team 15 for windsurfers up to 16 years old that hold 

RYA Stage 1 

Fridays  

Saturdays All year – Afternoon casual sailing with safety cover 

May-Oct, 1st Saturday, Monthly – Novice and casual racing with Tony Bell 

Sundays All year – Club racing 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Membership 
As discussed and accepted at the AGM in October, we are making changes to the membership subscriptions 

for the new season from 1 April: a membership class will be the same price whether or not a boat is owned.  

 

Berth fees will still be payable, but for new sailors with no boat, equipment use will be free (you’ll still need 

to register your kit use and emergency contact details).  This has the added advantage of lowering the full 

subscription in most categories, though after reviewing Family membership rates, we’ve decided on a 

modest increase.   

 

There are two other categories worth mentioning: if you are one of the few members who only crew for at 

least one named member, please contact us if we don’t get to you first; and if you sail only a model boat, 

please feel free to take advantage of our £12 social membership. Of course, we’d still like you to consider 

buying a “Supporting” subscription, if funds permit, to help us invest in the continued improvement of the 

club.  

 

Look out for your subscription renewals coming soon. 

 
Subscription Levels 2019 
 

Subscription Type Subscription 

for 2019-20 

Season 

Change from 

2018-19 

Season 

Payment before 1 April by 

BACS or single payment 

Direct Debit 

Monthly 

Payment 

Direct Debits 

of... 

Family £375 4.75% £356.25 £32.81 

Family (OAP) £184 2.79% £174.80 £16.11 

Adult £283 -6.29% £268.85 £24.79 

Adult (OAP) £148 -1.99% £140.60 £12.94 

Supporting £ 76  £72.20 £6.65 

Student or Under 25 £110 9.09% £104.50 £9.66 

Safety boat (family) £109  £103.55 £9.54 

Safety boat: 10 duties £ 53 1.92% £ 50.35 £4.48 

Crew Please ask a Committee Member or email membership@oxfordsailing.club 

Youth £52 -31.58% £49.40 £4.52 

Social Day  £1 
 not applicable not applicable 

Social Year/ Model Boat 

Club 

£12 
 not applicable not applicable 

 


